
August 23, 2021 - Back to School Webinar
Chat Questions

Lunch Masks
Family Connection Days/

1st Day Drop Off
COVID, Tests, Contact

Tracing, Vaccine

School Day, Schoolwork,
Chromebooks, Curriculum Class

Size, Sports

Will students be eating in their
classroom or in the cafeteria?
Some schools may have
lunch in the classroom, it
depends on the schedule an
individual school develops.
When restrictions begin to be
lifted, we will start the
discussion about eating in
smaller spaces, like
classrooms.

When will students have to
wear masks indoors?
Halls during passing
periods? Lunch?
Classrooms? Generally
speaking, students will
wear masks indoors (per
statewide indoor mask
mandate).  Generally
speaking, students may
take off masks outdoors.
If, however, outdoor areas
are crowded or congested,
students will be asked to
wear masks.

I work and see that there
are not currently evening
hours for some of these
connection options?
Please connect with your
child’s school to request a
family connection time that
meets your needs

Will our district be
testing students each
week for COVID?
There has been rumor
of this.
There is currently no
mandate to do
“surveillance” or serial
testing of
non-symptomatic
students or staff. The
only testing that is
required is for specific
high-contact indoor
sports.

When will students be able to pick
up chromebooks?
Students can begin picking up
chromebooks on their family
connection days. This is August
30th and 31st.

When should we expect
to see the elementary
lunch calendar?
The September menu is
posted on the district
website.

Are there concessions for
medical reasons? Families
that provide a
doctor-issued medical
exemption may be
excused from mask
wearing. There is no
exemption form; families
are asked to seek written
documentation from their
healthcare provider.

If parents are not able to
attend family connection
days in  person, and are
new to the district, how
do we pick up chrome
books?  Are there maps
available for new
students? Each school
will be able to assist
families with
chromebooks. Families
are asked to contact
their school office for
chromebook needs or
campus maps.

What will be the protocol for
a positive antigen test? A
positive PCR or molecular
dna test, performed
independently (not a home
test) will require the
COVID+ person to isolate
for 10 days since the
beginning of symptoms or
the date the positive test
was performed, if
asymptomatic. COVID
antigen testing, if performed
within the district or by an
outside source (not a home
test) will be treated the
same as a PCR/molecular
test, unless the person has
no known exposure and is
asymptomatic. People who
have no known exposure

Will there be an opportunity for
new high school students to walk
through school?
Freshmen are invited to attend
freshmen orientation on 8/30. 10th
through 12th are invited to walk
through their schedule and meet
their teachers on 8/31. Schedule
found here.

https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_589945/File/News/Graders%2010-12%20Bell%20Schedule%20August%2031st.pdf


and are asymptomatic, who
have a positive antigen test
should seek confirmatory
testing.

Since students will be
indoors and mask free
during lunch, what other
mitigation strategies are
in place to keep kids safe
during lunch? Students
will be socially distanced
during mealtimes, will be
asked to wear masks
when not actively eating
and will be instructed to
clean hands prior to and
after eating. Ventilation
for the eating space will
be optimized.

Can you clarify for
vaccinated students,
It was mentioned
that high contact
indoor sports don't
need masks, but
high contact outdoor
do?
All sports
participants will
mask indoors, when
not actively
practicing or
competing, unless
they are in the
water.  Masks are
not required for
athletes while
competing in
low-contact or
moderate contact
sports indoors,
regardless of
vaccination
status.Masks are not
required for fully
vaccinated athletes
competing in
high-contact indoor
sports. Masks are
not required for
unvaccinated
athletes competing
in high-contact
indoor sports if they
participate in
screening
testing.Masks are
not required for
outdoor sports of

On the 1st day of school
can parents walk kids to
class?Parents will be able
to walk with their students
to their classroom during
their Family Connection
meetings prior to the first
day of school.

We do not want our
children tested/swabbed
each week for  covid. Can
we decline this if our
children do not exhibit
symptoms?
There is currently no
mandate to do
“surveillance” or serial
testing of
non-symptomatic
students or staff. The
only testing that is
required is for specific
high-contact indoor
sports.

How will the curriculum that was
missed be addressed for students
on 504s/ IEPs?
Students on IEPs will have a
progress review as part of an
upcoming IEP team meeting
where gaps will be identified and
an agreement on recovery
services will be met.  Concerns
about learning loss for students on
504 plans should be addressed
directly with the 504 case
manager.



any contact level but
are recommended in
settings where
unvaccinated
athletes, coaches,
athletic trainers
and/or support
personnel are in
close proximity, such
as standing on the
sidelines, in a
huddle, or sitting in a
dugout.

How often are students
able to be without a
mask outdoors?  Just
recess? Some classes
outdoors? Generally
speaking, students may
remove masks when
outdoors.  That said,
when in larger groups
outdoors or when
congested, students may
be asked to wear masks.
Teachers will be
encouraged to take
additional scheduled and
as-needed mask breaks
with their students.
Students will also be
able to be mask-free for
outdoor PE.

Will my child meet her
teacher at the door when I
drop off or will she be
expected to find her
classroom by herself? She
will be in kindergarten. Can
parents walk their
kindergartner to class?
Parents will be able to visit
their student’s classroom
with them during the Family
Connection meetings before
school starts. On the first
day of school there will be
multiple staff at all doors
and within the building to
direct and escort students.

In regards to antigen/PCR
testing, I am assuming that
you will  not be testing our
children without parent
consent?
There is currently no
mandate to do
“surveillance” or serial
testing of
non-symptomatic
students or staff. The
only testing that is
required is for specific
high-contact indoor
sports.
There will never be
student testing
without parent
consent.

Where does cheerleading fall in
terms of low/medium/high
contact sports?
For guidance on cheerleading,
please see page 14 of the
Department of Health Guidance
linked here.

Will lunch be a hot lunch or
will it be like last year?
Breakfast will be grab and go
(cold breakfast) and lunches
will be pre-plated hotlunches
as done prior to COVID

Masks during physical
education? PE is
considered a core
academic class.  If PE is
done indoors then
students must wear
masks, if PE is held
outdoors (preferred

Will drop off and pick up still
be drive-thru? This will vary
from school to school.
Outside of specific
circumstances parents will
not be coming into the
school building. Just like
students, we are requesting

If my student has
symptoms and has to
stay home, they can
return once they are
symptom free and have
a negative COVID test,
correct? Our district
uses the Washington

Does performing arts apply to
singers in elementary music?
Yes, specific guidance on page
16 of the DOH Guidance.

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-105-K12Schools2021-2022.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-105-K12Schools2021-2022.pdf


method) students may be
maskless.

that families do not
congregate in large groups
on campus.

State Department of
Health A/B symptom
model. If a student has a
B symptom (nausea,
vomiting, diarrhea,
fatigue, headache,
muscle or body aches,
congestion or runny
nose, sore throat), they
may return when their
symptom has resolved
X24 hours. If a student
has an A symptom
(cough, fever, loss of
taste or smell, shortness
of breath, chills) they will
need to isolate at home
for 10 days or receive a
negative COVID test.

Will we be packing our kids
lunch as it was last year?
Students may bring lunch
from home or receive a free
school lunch (breakfast and
lunch are free for all
students)

Will preschoolers be
required to wear a mask?
Children under the age of
2 do not wear masks.
Children with a medical
exemption do not wear
masks.

Is an at-home COVID
test okay or does it have
to be from a doctor’s
office? We are currently
accepting test results
from outside (not
in-home) sources,
whether antigen or
PCR/molecular DNA.
This can include
pharmacies or other
testing sites.

Are kids of all ages mixed? Are
kindergartners “protected”  from
bigger, more aggressive kiddos?
Schools have separate times for
various grade levels to attend
lunch and recess.
Kindergarteners are typically
with younger students during
those times. Students are also
supervised during these times.

What if a child has a hard
time keeping their mask
on? School staff will
partner with students and
families to help them find a
mask that will suit their
students’ needs. We will
use alternative masking,
PPE, face shields,or
barriers as able.
Additionally, school staff
will work to provide extra

What is going to happen
when another student in the
class tests positive for covid
and we have to quarantine
for two weeks? When
students need to quarantine,
school staff will look for ways
to integrate students at home
into virtual opportunities to
participate in class time and
instruction. In the
circumstance that the entire

What about high school classes
and missed learning? What
you’re explaining is what they
said they did last year (doing the
most  important parts). So if they
missed 70% (according to one
high school  teacher, I surely
hope that isn’t true across the
board…) last year, how are they
really going to “make up.”
Students who miss school days
will be provided with assignments



mask breaks for students
that need them.

class (at the elementary
level) is quarantining, the
entire class will go into
“online-learning” for the
duration of the class’s
quarantine.

and an opportunity to make up
those assignments. Teachers will
continue to work with students to
focus on attainment of priority
standards that will prepare them
for their next steps.

What is the schedule for
lunchtime? Each school is
developing a lunch schedule
that meets the needs of the
school and the state’s safety
requirements.  Schools will
allow time for students to
finish lunch.

What types of masks are
acceptable? Are gaiters
ok? Paper masks and 2
layer cloth masks are
recommended by the
Department of Health. A
cloth face covering is
anything the completely
covers your mouth and
nose, and fits securely on
the sides of your face and
under your chin. It should
be made of two or more
layers of tightly woven
fabric with ties or straps
that go around your head
or behind your ears. A
face shield with a drape
can be used by people
with developmental,
behavioral, or medical
conditions that prevent
them from wearing a cloth
face covering.  DOH does
not recommend the use of
masks with exhalation
valves or vents, or single
layer bandanas and
gaiters.

Will vaccines be required
for age eligible students
now that one has been
approved? COVID
vaccination is not required
for students.

Mainly concerned about recess.
Play outdoors is the best
opportunity for mask-free breaks,
but students will need to maintain
6 feet distance. Schools will
endeavor to create zones which
are anticipated to be congested
requiring masking, specifically
play structures and other areas,
where congestion would be
anticipated. Playground staff will
remind unmasked groups to keep
their spacing. Students will be
expected to clean hands before
and after recess.

Can children sometimes get
the free hot lunch and other
times  bring a lunch
depending on what is
offered? Yes. Students may
bring lunch from home or
receive a free school lunch
on any given day (breakfast

If my child wants to keep
their mask on during
unmasked time  will that
be an issue? Students will
never be asked to
unmask if they do not
want to.

With cases on the rise at
the moment, what would
send the district or certain
grades back into online
school or a hybrid model?

We will rely on guidance
from OSPI and the health

Will elementary playground
structures be on rotation
again? No. Playground
structures will be able to be
used recess-to-recess.
Schools will endeavor to
create zones, which are
anticipated to be congested



and lunch are free for all
students).

department to provide
necessary guidance. At
this time, we are required
to have full time in person
schooling available for
students. We will be
prepared for this
possibility if we are
required to return to
remote or hybrid
instruction but we are
hopeful to remain in
in-person schooling full
time.

requiring masking,
specifically play structures
and other areas, where
congestion would be
anticipated. Students will be
expected to clean hands
before and after recess.

Do students need covid tests
before starting school?
No, there is no mandate for
testing students or staff prior
to beginning school.

What about classes that high
schoolers can’t take again? Their
learning for a class like sports
medicine is gone. They don’t
have a chance to do accelerated
learning. I’m just a little concerned
that you’re still just  addressing
“the most important” class criteria
when last year that  turned out
pretty poor in many classrooms.
(Certainly not all—we had  some
great experiences where I think
they learned quite a bit and
others not so much.)
Teachers worked to identify
priority standards in all classes.
With hands-on classes such as
sports medicine, there were some
clear disadvantages to remote
learning. Our recommendation is
to talk directly with teachers of
subjects like Sports Medicine to
see about additional opportunities
that may be available for them.

How is the district
addressing ventilation in
buildings  considering the
delta variant is 2X

Is there any online learning
available this year?
Remote learning opportunities are
available at Saratoga (K-8) and
Lincoln Hill High School (9-12).



transmissible? Cloth masks
work  for short periods of
time and may not make a
significant difference over
the school day as infection
aerosols build up in
classrooms.

Air quality has been tested in
all schools. Air quality will
continue to be monitored.
We have taken specific
steps to improve air quality
and air circulation by
increasing outside air intake,
extending the time air
handling units are on, and
increasing the frequency of
filter changes, Maintenance
staff has serviced all HVAC
equipment and verified
optimum performance.

Please see the school websites
for more information.

The 14 day quarantine is in
spite of test results? Anyone
who has been determined to
be a “close contact” by the
parameters detailed by the
health department will be
required to quarantine for 14
days. Someone who has
been determined to be a
close contact cannot “test
out” of quarantine because
the close contact could have
had a virus exposure that has
not caused their body to test
positive yet, but could at
some point within that 14 day
window since the exposure.

Will athletes be seated six feet
apart on buses?
Students will be kept 3 feet apart
when reasonable and possible.
Department of Health guidance
also instructs us to seat athletes
on buses in “cohort” groups, as
established by their coaching staff
for training and practice as well.



If a student is in quarantine,
what kind of instruction
would  be available to
them? Would elementary
teachers send home
packets, etc?
And how will you help
those kids who miss
10-14 days of work?When
students need to
quarantine, school staff
will look for ways to
integrate students at
home into virtual
opportunities to participate
in class time and
instruction. In the
circumstance that the
entire class (at the
elementary level) is
quarantining, the entire
class will go into
“online-learning” for the
duration of the class’s
quarantine.

Will all their work be done on the
Chrome books as opposed to
paper work?
No, Chromebooks will be used to
support learning at teachers’
discretion. There will be a mix of
traditional formats and electronic
formats.

What if the close contact has
been vaccinated, will they still
need to be quarantined for 14
days? If an individual is
determined to be a close
contact and is vaccinated,
current guidelines do not
require that person to
quarantine. However, they
are instructed to monitor
themselves for symptoms,
and are recommended to
seek testing in the 3-5 day
window post-exposure.

Will the  re be an open house for
the kids to see their class  room
and meet their teacher, know
where their classroom is?
Especially for younger students.
Elementary students will have
the opportunity for family
connection meetings prior to the
start of school. If you have not
received an invitation to
schedule this, please reach out
to your student’s school.
Secondary schools also have
opportunities for students to visit
classrooms prior to the start of
school. Please see school
newsletters or contact the
schools for specific details.



If a student is quarantined for
14 calendar days how will
they  receive their daily
instruction? When students
need to quarantine, school
staff will look for ways to
integrate students at home
into virtual opportunities to
participate in class time and
instruction. In the
circumstance that the entire
class (at the elementary
level) is quarantining, the
entire class will go into
“online-learning” for the
duration of the class’s
quarantine.

Does the 3 feet recommendation
when "possible & reasonable"
mean we will be allowed to have
students do partner or group
work some  of the time?
Students may do partner or group
work but should still maintain
social distancing and masking.
Shared materials will be
minimized as able and cleaned
appropriately. Classrooms may
be arranged to facilitate this as
well the use of community or
outdoor spaces.

If the quarantine period for
close contacts is so severe
(14  days), why are we not
taking temperatures? Are we
doing anything else  to limit
risk? Neither the CDC nor
the WA State Department of
Health recommend routine
screening at this point, and
this process was
discontinued in June.
Currently we are following
the DOH recommendation of
a  “layered mitigation”
approach including:
masking, physical
distancing, improving
ventilation, handwashing and
respiratory etiquette,
cleaning and disinfecting,
staying home when sick and
seeking evaluation, testing
as indicated, and contact
tracing in combination with
quarantine and isolation.

Can you give an update as to
recess, will classes be
segregated? Similar grades and
age groups will be on the
playground at the same time.
Students will be allowed to
interact and play with students in
other classes outdoors. To be
mask free students will need to
maintain 6 feet of distance.
Schools will endeavor to create
zones which are anticipated to be
congested requiring masking,
specifically play structures and
other areas, where congestion
would be anticipated. Playground
staff will remind unmasked groups
to keep their spacing. Students
will be expected to clean hands
before and after recess.



What kind of instruction is
provided for students who
have a 14 day quarantine?
What if an entire class is
quarantined?When
students need to
quarantine, school staff
will look for ways to
integrate students at home
into virtual opportunities to
participate in class time
and instruction. In the
circumstance that the
entire class (at the
elementary level) is
quarantining, the entire
class will go into
“online-learning” for the
duration of the class’s
quarantine.

Will kids get full recess? can they
play on the equipment in a non
staggered environment? Play
outdoors is the best opportunity
for mask-free breaks, but students
will need to maintain 6 feet
distance. Schools will endeavor to
create zones which are
anticipated to be congested
requiring masking, specifically
play structures and other areas,
where congestion would be
anticipated. Playground staff will
remind unmasked groups to keep
their spacing. Students will be
expected to clean hands before
and after recess.

If a sibling is a "close
contact", do both siblings
have to  stay home?
Generally speaking, no.
If one student in a family
is simply a “close
contact” and is not
having symptoms, then
neither the sibling nor
parents will need to
quarantine.

What will recess look like? Are
they still being asked to  bring
individual recess items? Play
outdoors is the best opportunity
for mask-free breaks, but
students will need to maintain 6
feet distance. Schools will
endeavor to create zones which
are anticipated to be congested
requiring masking, specifically
play structures and other areas,
where congestion would be
anticipated. Playground staff will
remind unmasked groups to keep
their spacing. Students will be
expected to clean hands before
and after recess. If your student
would like to bring their own
recess item, that should be
cleared with their own school.

Will we be notified if a
student in our child's

Will teachers be using google
classroom for assignments this



class tests  positive and
will we be required to
quarantine at home in
that  situation? First, the
school nurse will work
with the health
department to determine
which individuals in that
class are a “close
contact”. This is
determined by time and
proximity. If a child is
determined to be a close
contact, the school nurse
will notify families that
another student in their
child’s classroom has
tested positive for
COVID. Students will be
asked to quarantine for
14 days, which starts on
the day after their last
contact with the positive
student. Only the close
contact will be asked to
quarantine, not the entire
family.

year?
Teachers are welcome to use
Google Classroom and may do
so as this was a good way for
some teachers to organize
assignments. This is up to
teacher discretion.

How will the district handle
a positive case? Will you
inform  the whole
class?First, the school
nurse will work with the
health department to
determine which individuals
in that class are a “close
contact”. This is determined
by time and proximity. If a
child is determined to be a
close contact, the school
nurse will notify families that
another student in their
child’s classroom has tested
positive for COVID.

Is homework going to be optional
to finish in class?
Due dates for homework are
based on teacher discretion.



Students will be asked to
quarantine for 14 days,
which starts on the day after
their last contact with the
positive student. Only the
close contact will be asked
to quarantine, not the entire
family.

Many school districts in
other states are offering
"test and  stay" protocols
for students exposed
(K-12). Where they are
tested  daily after
exposure and stay at
school until they test
positive.  What will our
testing protocol look like
this year? There is no
mandate for “surveillance
testing” or serial testing of
non-symptomatic people.
Currently our only testing
mandate is for indoor
high-contact athletes. At
each school in the district
we continue to be able to
test symptomatic staff and
students with rapid antigen
testing.
A “test and stay” policy will
have to be done in
coordination with and at
the direction of our local
health districts. At this
point in time, with case
counts as high as they
have ever been in our
county, moving to a less
restrictive approach is not
warranted.

Are classroom sizes impacted
by the social distancing
requirement?
Most class sizes (number of
enrolled students) are not
impacted by social distancing
requirements. However, not all of
our classrooms are the same
physical size so we have been
mindful of this as we’ve prepared
for the upcoming school year.

Do students need to be When should we expect



vaccinated in order to attend
school
Students do not need to
have a COVID vaccination in
order to attend school.

communication from our specific
schools  regarding back to
school information and bus
schedules? Schools sent
back-to-school information out
earlier this week in their weekly
newsletters. The bus schedule
information is now live on the
district website.

If some teachers are using
google classroom, can we still
check out hot spots like last
year if we have low quality
internet or  no internet?
Students without internet will be
offered hotspots to take home
this school year. Schools will
work with families to check
them out.

So Wednesdays won't be a late
start?
We will have late starts for
professional development on
Wednesday. Start and end times
are as follows:
Elementary:
M,T, Th, F: 9:00 a.m.- 3:30 p.m.
W: 10:20 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Secondary
M, T, Th, F: 7:40 a.m. - 2:10 p.m.
W: 9:00 a.m. - 2:10 p.m.


